Notice of Allowability 



Application No. 

10/015,257 



Examiner 

Alvin J Grant 



Applicant(s) 

JONES ETAL. 



Art Unit 

3723 



All claims being allowab^S commence address- 

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of AHowance S aSSnS' S) C »° SED in this a PP«««on- If not included 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A 0?pSr Iwn'T^??"™^™ Wi " be mailed in due «™». THIS 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See *7 CFR 1 .31 * 'anc fSpEpT 3 08 '* ^ * from iSSUe at the initiative 

1 . E This communication is responsive to communicating r. c eive!(i gg .,„i y inn* 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-26. 

3. S The drawings filed on 21J a „uary 2001. are accepted by the Examiner. 
|4. D Ackno^ 

a)UAII b)USome* cJfjNone of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

D ,n::^ 

* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING datf" nf th;„ • • 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacem,,,, sheele-, musl 6 , KMU 

M □ including changes h y ». Note „, Daadsparsgn's Palem Drawn, Review ( Pro-gae) ahacta, 
1) □ hereto w 2|D t» Paper No /Mail Date 

<b,D cis:™ 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3 " D (PTO " 1449 or PTO/SB/08 )' 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No./Mail Date 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. El Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9- □ Other 



U.S. Paten! and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 1-04) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20040929 



Application/Control Number: 10/015 257 

Art Unit: 3723 ' ~ 962 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The art of 
record considered as a whole alone or in combination neither anticipates nor renders 
obvious, a fixture used in conjunction with a gas turbine component blank having an 
orthogonal reference system including an x-axis, a y-axis, and a z-axis, the gas turbine 
component blank comprising an elongated airfoil extending generally parallel to the z- 
axis and having an airfoil face, a platform extending transversely to the z-axis at a first 
end of the airfoil, the platform having a top side adjacent to the airfoil and a bottom side 
oppositely disposed from the top side, a root precursor at the first end of the airfoil and 
extending away from the airfoil along the z-axis, wherein the root precursor has a pair of 
oppositely disposed ends lying perpendicular to the y-axis, and a pair of sides, and a 
rotating shroud at a second end of the airfoil extending transversely to the z-axis and 
along the y-axis, the fixture comprising: a base upon which a remainder of the fixture is 
supported, the base having an x-axis datum locator, a y-axis datum locator including a 
first y-axis stop and a second y-axis stop, and a z-axis datum locator, wherein the x-axis 
datum locator is positioned to receive the gas turbine component blank thereon with the 
airfoil face in a generally facing relationship to the base; and a clamp movable between 
an undamped position in which the gas turbine component blank may be inserted onto 
the x-axis datum locator of the base, and a clamped position wherein the clamp 
simultaneously forces a first end of the root precursor against the first y-axis stop, the 
rotating shroud against the second y-axis stop, and the gas turbine component blank 
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against the z-axis datum locator, together in combination with the rest of the limitations 
set forth in the independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin J Grant whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3315. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J Hail can be reached on (703) 308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Technology Center 3700 



